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Washington “ Congressman Olver announced today that the House of                Representatives passed legislation late last night intended to improve                long-term health care for veterans. The bill, known as the Veterans                Millennium Health Care and Benefits Act, would expand long-term                care by providing needed nursing home care to veterans with service-related                disabilities of 70 percent or greater.  The Senate is expected                to pass the final conference report legislation shortly.              

œThis is good news for veterans in Massachusetts, however, we have                a long way to go toward ensuring that all of our veterans have access                to high quality, long-term comprehensive health care,” Olver said.              

Olver also noted that, œMany veterans and veterans service providers                in my district have been adversely impacted by the funding cuts                from the last four years. This bill is a step in the right direction                toward alleviating those cuts.”              

Other provisions in the bill include increasing access to healthcare                for retired veterans; lifting a six-month limit on VA adult day                care; increasing mental health services; and, starting a pilot program                for contracting assisted-living services.  Also included is                an extension of the VA's authority to make grants for new programs                to combat homelessness among veterans as well as expands existing                programs.              

Last week, Olver noted during a Veterans Day ceremony that there                was an increase in this years annual funding bill for veterans programs                which was recently signed into law. The bill included $44.34 billion                “ which is a $1.7 billion increase over last years bill. Additionally,                the bill included a 10 percent increase in veterans medical care.              

Also signed into law by the President this year was a bill that                provides technical and  financial assistance to veteran-owned                small businesses, as well as a House Joint Resolution which congratulated                and commended the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States                on their 100th Anniversary.              

œThis has been a good year for recognizing the importance of needed                veterans services. ” Olver concluded, œVeterans have served our                country honorably in our times of need, and now we must serve them                in their time of need.”             
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